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Executive Summary  
 

Drone Shaurya 2024, hosted at Ajeenkya DY Patil University, Pune, on 19-20 September 2024, brought 
together a global audience of defense personnel, government authorities, industry leaders, innovators, 
and academic experts to discuss the transformative impact of unmanned systems. The summit featured 
panel discussions, keynote speeches, live demonstrations, exhibitions, and an awards ceremony, offering 

a holistic overview of UAV technologies and their applications in sectors such as defense, disaster 
management, and infrastructure.  
 

The event showcased India's growing leadership in drone technology, highlighting innovations, policy 
frameworks, and strategic collaborations between key stakeholders in the UAV ecosystem. 
 

 

 
 

Event Dates : 19-20 September 2024 

Venue : Ajeenkya DY Patil University, Pune, Maharashtra 

Organizers : Trade Promotion Council for Geospatial and Space Industry (TPCGS) 

Co-Organizers : Drones World 

Government Partners : National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)  

Corporate Sponsor : Roter Group of Industries  

Associate Sponsors : Anadrone Systems, Latrics Aerospace 

Media Partner : Drone Helpline 

Knowledge Partners : Ajeenkya DY Patil University, Aeronautical Engineering & Research Organization (AERO) 

Chief Guest : Vice Admiral Gurcharan Singh, AVSM, NM, Commandant, National Defence Academy, Pune 

Event Highlights 

Day 1: 19 September 2024  
 



 

 

Day -1 ï 19 September 2024  
 

Inaugural Session  
 
Welcome Address  
 

The event began with a warm welcome from Lt Gen RKS Kushwaha, PVSM, AVSM (Retd) , Chairman 
of TPCGS, who set the tone for the two-day summit. His address focused on India's burgeoning role in 
the global unmanned systems market, highlighting the importance of innovation, collaboration, and 

government support to foster growth in this sector.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Knowledge Partner Address  
 

Shri Anshul B Sharma, Chairman of Aeronautical Engineering & Research Organization (AERO), delivered 
the Knowledge Partner Address. He stressed the significance of academic institutions and research 
organizations in driving advancements in drone technologies and emphasized the importance of linking 
research with industry needs. 

 

 
 
Keynote  Address  
 

The Keynote Address was presented by Dr. Rakesh Jain, Vice Chancellor of Ajeenkya DY Patil University, 
who highlighted the universityôs contributions to drone technology through its engineering programs and 
collaborations. He underscored the role of institutions in shaping the next generation of drone innovators.  

 

 
 



 

 

Chief Guest Address  
 

The Chief Guest, Vice Admiral Gurcharan Singh, AVSM, NM, Commandant of the National Defence 
Academy, Khadakwasla, delivered an insightful address. He spoke about the transformational role of 
unmanned systems in national defense, particularly in terms of surveillance and security. He also touched 
upon the need for robust regulatory frameworks to manage the rapid technological advancements in 

drone systems. 
 

 
 

Opening Plenary: The Landscape of Drone Technologies  
 
The opening plenary, "The Landscape of Drone Technologies," featured prominent industry leaders 
and experts: 

 
¶ Lt Gen RR Nimborkar, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM (Retd), former Master General of Ordnance, 

emphasized the critical role of drones in modernizing military operations.  

 
 

¶ Shri Sajid Mukhtar, CEO & MD, Roter Group of Industries, provided insights into the companyôs 

groundbreaking work in UAVs, focusing on innovations that are reshaping industries beyond 
defense, such as disaster management and industrial monitoring. 

 

The discussions provided a comprehensive overview of the drone ecosystem, exploring how 
technological advancements are unlocking new applications across various sectors. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Awards Presentation  

Drone Shaurya 2024 recognized outstanding contributions and innovations in the unmanned systems 

space. The award ceremony celebrated key players in the industry: 

 

Roter Group of Industries  ï Best Drone Innovation 

¶  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Anadrone Systems Pvt. Ltd.  ï Cutting-Edge UAV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Zeus Numerix Pvt. Ltd.  ï Defense Applications in UAV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

India Accelerator.  ï UAV Industry facilitator  

 

These awards recognized the contributions of these companies in advancing drone technologies and 

their integration into real -world applications. 

Presentations: Military Applications and Operational Impact  

Military Applications and Operational Impact  was a key focus area on Day 1, with the following 

presentations: 

Lt Gen Ravi Dastane, AVSM, VSM (Retd) , former Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff, 

Ministry of Defence, emphasized the operational impact of drones in military strategies, particularly in 

intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) roles. He detailed how unmanned systems are 

becoming force multipliers in modern warfare.  



 

 

 

Wg  Cdr Ajit Manohar Pal (Retd) , Sr Program Manager at Anadrone Systems Private Limited, 

offered insights into the latest military applications of drones, discussing the deployment of UAVs in 

tactical operations and highlighting the role of indigenous solutions in strengthening defense 

capabilities. 

 

 



 

 

Dr. MR Patkar , Former Director of Armament Research & Development Establishment (ARDE), 

presented on Emerging Trends in Drone Technology , discussing advancements in artificial 

intelligence, automation, and the future of drone systems. His insights on integrating AI into UAVs 

sparked discussions on the potential for fully autonomous operations in the near future.  

 

 
Panel Discussions  

 
Panel Discussion 2: Drones ï A Force Multiplier in Intelligence, Surveillance & 
Reconnaissance (ISR)  

 
Moderated by Brig MKK Iyer, VSM (Retd), this session featured a diverse group of panellists: 
¶ Ms. G. Vandana Iyer, AGM, Unmanned Systems, BEL, discussed the integration of UAVs into 

defense networks for ISR operations. 
¶ Shri Aditya Wadhokar, MD of Fligen Systems Pvt Ltd, shared his company's developments in ISR 

drone platforms, particularly focusing on how UAVs can be used to enhance real-time decision-

making. 
¶ Shri Muhammad Anas, Founder & CEO of Enord Pvt Ltd, discussed the role of AI-driven drone 

systems in improving surveillance efficiency. 

 
This session provided an in-depth discussion on the use of drones as force multipliers in ISR 
operations, with a focus on defense and border security applications.  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

Plenary 2: Security Concerns & Mitigation Measures ï Drone Warfare  
 

Lt Gen Sanjeev Kanal, PVSM, AVSM (Retd) , took the stage to address Security Concerns & 
Mitigation Measures  in drone warfare. He spoke extensively on the rise of drone warfare and the 
challenges posed by rogue drones in conflict zones, especially their use in asymmetric warfare. The 
session highlighted the growing need for counter -drone technologies and policy frameworks to manage 

threats. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Shri Shivaji , Chief Business Officer at Indrajal  Drones Defense , discussed specific counter-drone 
solutions that can mitigate these security risks, focusing on technologies aimed at neutralizing hostile 

drones. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

MoU Signing Ceremony: Trade Promotion Council for Geospatial and Space Industry & 
India Accelerator  

 
Overview: 
 
During Drone Shaurya 2024, a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the 

Trade Promotion Council for Geospatial and Space Industry (TPC-G/SI) and India Accelerator. This MoU 
aims to promote, support, and empower startups in the geospatial, space, and drone sectors, thereby 
fostering innovation and creating a sustainable ecosystem for technological growth. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


